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[bookmark: _GoBack]“How did an author’s work change your view of the world or yourself?
About the Contest
Letters About Literature is a reading and writing contest for students in grades 4-12. Students are asked to read a book, poem or speech and write to the author (living or dead) about how the book affected them personally. Letters are judged on state and national levels. Tens of thousands of students from across the country enter Letters About Literature each year. If you are in grades 4-12, you are eligible to enter the Letters About Literature reading and writing contest.
The 2015-2016 Letters About Literature contest for young readers is made possible by a generous grant from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, with additional support from gifts to the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, which promotes the contest through its affiliate Centers for the Book, state libraries and other organizations.
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· Main Website http://read.gov/letters/ 
· Rules & Information http://read.gov/documents/LAL16-Guidelines.pdf
How They Will Be Critiqued:
· Audience
· Purpose
· Grammatical Conventions
· Originality
Judged at a state level and then nationwide against other participants from 4th, 5th, and 6th grade

Due Date: January 9th, 2017 (The day we return from Christmas Break) to Miss Haifleigh
**This is an extra credit opportunity for both English and Literature. Students do not have to complete this assignment if they do not have time or do not want to. Miss Haifleigh would be happy to help with and/or proofread entries along the way**
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Select afiction or nonfiction book, a poem or play you have read and

about which you have strong feelings. (Sorry, no song lyrics!) It might

be a book that helped you through a difficult time or it might be a book
at simply touched your heart or inspired you.

Think before you write. How did this author’s work change you or
your view of the world? How do you know it did? How and why are
you different now than you were before you read this work?

Write a personal letter to the author, stating how

reading his or her work changed you. Be personal but

also persuasive! Support your ideas with specific details,
including details from the work itself. This is not a fan letter
but rather a reflection on how an author influenced you.

Type your entry i letter format - do not send handwritten letters.
Your name and complete return address (either school or home)
must appear in the upper right corner of the first page of the letter.

Mail your letter with the required entry coupon by the deadline date.
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